
 What a Way to Make a Living! 

 
 Giving Back to Their Alma Mater  
 Remembering Old Friends, Classmates,  
 & Teachers...  
 

 Purple with Pride 
Share Your Expertise with Us 
Save the Date – Class of 2007 Reunion  
Connect...BVT ALUMNI NEWSLETTER    l    FALL 2022

the

Although most people find their career paths later in life, there are a few who, from an early age, 
have an experience that speaks to them in such a way they can’t ignore it. Learn how the adage: 
“follow your heart, it knows the way” takes on new meaning for one of our alumni, Lindsey Testa 
(Dental Assisting, Class of 2019) and how a childhood event inspired her to harness a powerful  
driving force within and shape her future career success.

“I was in my braces for about four years,”  
said Lindsey. “I loved my orthodontist, Dr. 
Hamilton, and the orthodontic assistants at 
Family Orthodontics in Milford. I looked up to 
them and dreamed of working in orthodontics. 
So when I learned about the Dental Assisting 
program at BVT, I was eager to attend the 
school and one day pursue a career in the 
dental field.”

With an interest in the dental field, it came  
as no surprise during Freshmen Exploratory 
that Dental Assisting was Lindsey’s top choice. 
She also explored Business & Entrepreneurship, 
Culinary Arts, Electrical, Electronics & Engineer-
ing Technology, Health Services, and HVAC&R. 
“I had such a great time during the HVAC&R 
exploratory. I considered changing my mind 
to HVAC for a little while!” exclaimed Lindsey. 
“But after I explored the Dental Assisting shop, 
I knew there was no other program I would 
enjoy as much as that one.”

Utilizing the skills acquired at BVT, Lindsey 
coincidentally earned a co-op job with Family 
Orthodontics in Milford during her senior 
year. “It was a dream come true. This was  
the office I had always dreamed of working  
in!” said Lindsey. “I learned so much about 
orthodontics, sterilization, talking with and 
caring for patients.”

“After working in orthodontics, I realized I was  
more interested in general dentistry,” said Lindsey. 
“The dental assistant is most frequently the first 
person a patient will see, so it is important in that 
position to learn how to talk to patients in a car- 
ing manner. You truly only learn by working in  
an office and experiencing it for yourself. I also  
found it to be a fun experience.”
 
However, when it came time to apply to college,  
Lindsey wasn’t sure if she wanted to become a  
dentist or a dental hygienist. But, she knew she  
would need further education to achieve those  
goals. “I talked it over with my parents, and I  
decided to pursue a degree in Dental Hygiene  
at the Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and  
Health Sciences (MCPHS),” said Lindsey. “I  
fell in love with the clinic at MCPHS and the  
technology they had for their students.”

“While in college, I worked as a dental assistant  
at Uxbridge Family Dental in Uxbridge, MA,  
and the Milford Dentist Office in Milford, MA.  
It was a busy schedule at both offices, and it  
taught me how to be timely and efficient,” said  
Lindsey. “Assisting a dentist consists of taking  
a lot of radiographs and passing instruments to  
the dentist. I can thank my vocational instructors  
for teaching me how to do that effectively.” 

                               Continued on page 2  

When Lindsey was in the 5th grade, she got braces, and  
unlike most kids, she liked everything about the experience.    
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In Memoriam of Lost Friends:  

 Michael William Boucher – 55, Class of 1985  
 (Culinary Arts), of Elizabeth City, NC died on 
 July 6, 2022.  
 Nicole Marie (Barney) Ritchie – 39, Class of 2001  
 (Painting & Design), of Millbury passed away after 
  being stricken ill on March 2, 2022.  
 Brett E. Thompson – 39, Class of 2001 (Graphic  
 Arts), passed unexpectedly on February 3, 2022.  
 Raymond A. Magner – 55, Class of 1985  
 (Auto Collision), of Millbury, MA died unexpectedly 
  January 8, 2022.  
 Ward S. Hanington – 67, Class of 1973  
 (Auto Tech), of Glenn Heights, TX passed away 
  December 25, 2021.  
 Gary E. Murphy – 62, Class of 1978 (Plant  
 Maintenance), of Mansfield, MA passed away on  
 November 29, 2021.
 

Best Wishes for a Happy Retirement 
 Tersilia Hughes – Secretary-Facilities Manager,  
 26 years.  
 Eithne Smith – Career Enrichment Teacher, 18 years. 
 Joanna Wissler – Science Teacher, 4 years.

Giving Back  
to Their  
Alma Mater

We’re proud to have more than 7,500 alumni  
contributing their talents to a diverse range  
of businesses and influencing industries world- 
wide. We are incredibly proud of those who  
have opened businesses, worked with our co-op 
students, and are now employing our graduates.

Our Cooperative Education Program (Co-op)  
held its 2nd annual Career Signing Day on  
May 6th. The ceremony celebrated our senior  
co-op and career placement students, who  
announced their career plans and signed a  
commitment letter to enter the workforce with  
their employer after graduation. Numerous  
career plans included taking their talents  
to alumni-owned companies such as Bulldog  
Fire Apparatus, Precision Heating and  
Cooling, and Worldband.

The Class of 2022 had 136  
students participate in the  
Co-op program, which  
represents double the  
number of job placements  
from the previous year and  
further illustrates the demand for skilled 
employees. These employable young adults  
collectively worked almost 55,000 hours,  
earning a combined $815,000.00 salary  
over the past year.

While advanced degrees are required to enter  
some professions, in others, one must first  
convey that they have the skills an employer  
needs. The 38 seniors who proudly announced  
the great places they will be working at after  
graduation had to prove they have what it  
takes to continue in the skilled trades.  
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Giving Back  
to Their  
Alma Mater

We take pride in the accomplishments of our 
alumni and their willingness to give back in  
any way they can. One of the more rewarding 
ways for you to give back to your alma mater  
is by volunteering to be a mentor to our  
current students.

 
Our Alumni Mentors
Alyssa Davis (Class of 2020, Painting & Design 
Technology) Rochester Institute of Technology 
and Annabelle O’Reilly (Class of 2020, Construc-
tion Technology) Massachusetts College of Art 
& Design participated in the Art Heals: Shine 
Your Light Chalk Festival on May 12th as  
alumni mentors. They worked alongside our 
student artists and provided insightful feed- 
back as our artists got creative for a cause  
and shared personal stories through their  
artwork to help raise awareness of mental 
health and support teen suicide prevention.

Our sidewalks came alive with color, creativity, 
and meaning as our incredibly talented artists 
created unique chalk murals that reflect their 
mental health stories on the theme of light  
and how “art heals.”

Alyssa Davis said, “As an undergraduate  
design student, I wish I had pushed myself to  
be more involved and openly interested in  
learning more about art and design in high 
school. So I wanted to encourage the current  
art students to keep doing what they love, 
expand their skills and knowledge as much as 
possible, and inspire them to go after whatever 
they want to do.”

Art Heals: Shine Your  
Light Chalk Festival

“The day was so much fun!” said Alyssa Davis. 
“It had been a while since I had complete free-
dom to go at a piece, never mind one this large.  
I love to collaborate, and working with Anna- 
belle was super enjoyable. It was a pleasure to 
meet new students and teachers and get to know 
them through their art. It was such a great re- 
presentation of BVT, creativity, and passion.”

The mentors’ mural was inspired by the Disney 
film “Tangled,” but it evolved into a profound 
representation of love, inspiration, and growth. 
“Having found confidence as an artist at BVT, I 
have continued to grow and become more confi-
dent from past community projects. I’m ready  
to give back in this way,” said Annabelle O’Reilly.  

 
 

 
It was a beautiful day for a shared appreci- 
ation and awareness of how art can be used  
as a strategic tool in the treatment of mental 
health. This event was supported in partnership 
with our Visual Arts Department, our School 
Based Health Center, and grants from Grafton, 
Mendon, Milford, and Millville Cultural  
Councils (Mass Cultural Council’s Local  
Cultural Councils Program). To view a slide- 
show of the art: www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/ 
artheals2022festival.

Continued from page 1  
 
“My vocational-technical training at BVT 
prepared me for success in hygiene school 
at MCPHS,” said Lindsey. “We spent about 
a month learning the names of teeth, the 
positions of teeth, the anatomical features of 
the teeth, and much more basic terminology 
crammed into such little time. But I already 
knew this, which helped a lot. When we began 
patient care, I felt more prepared than some 
of my peers because of my history of working 
with patients as a dental assistant. If I had never 
attended a vocational high school, I can easily 
say that I would not be where I am today.”

“I was asked by professors at MCPHS to be a 
peer tutor for clinical and academic courses,” 
explained Lindsey. “I excelled in many of my 
courses because of my previous knowledge in 
dental assisting, and I can thank BVT for that.”

“During my last semester at MCPHS, I had a 
capstone project, which required that I teach 
to those with dental hygiene-related needs,” 
explained Lindsey. “I immediately thought 
about visiting my alma mater’s Dental Assisting 
program to educate students on topics import-
ant to dental assistants and dental hygienists. I 
am thankful to my Dental Assisting instructors, 
Mrs. Fleisher, Mrs. Donovan, and Mrs. Langin, 
who pushed me when I was at BVT and wel-
comed me to work with them and their students 
for this project.” 
 

“The dental students were welcoming, eager to 
learn, and engaged in our group discussions.  
I had forgotten how much I had enjoyed  
teaching. I taught dance classes at the Milford 
Dance Center during high school. This experi-
ence reminded me that teaching might be in  
my future. The vocational instructors worked  
with me in planning our discussion topics  
and scheduling time for clinical to teach  
those hands-on topics to their students,”  
said Lindsey. “It opened my eyes to the real 
possibility of teaching dental assisting at a  
vocational high school.” 
                               Continued on page 3 

The ceremony also recognized the local  
businesses employing our seniors based on  
their vocational skills, technical training, and  
expertise—the new employees are excited to 
further their vocational education alongside 
industry experts.

“There are many paths to success, and  
while I am proud of all of our career-focused  
students, I am particularly proud of these  
          students heading directly into the work 
                         force. Using their high school 
                          vocational-technical training  
           to launch their careers is the 
            essence of our mission. They 
               have a lot of confidence in 
                                  their skills, and it takes                 
              guts and grit to go against  
                          the cultural grain of heading  
to college,” said Principal Anthony E. Steele.  
“Congratulations to all of our co-op and  
career placement students proceeding directly 
into high-skill, high-wage employment.”

We know every career path is unique. So,  
help us celebrate our co-op and career place-
ment students going directly into high-skill, 
high-wage employment. Congratulations!

“They have a lot of  
confidence in their skills,  
and it takes guts and grit  

to go against the cultural grain  
of heading to college.

Celebrating Career Plans

What a Way 
to Make a 
Living!
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Lindsey graduated in May of 2022 from the 
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health 
Sciences. Having earned a Bachelor of Science  
in Dental Hygiene in three years instead of four, 
she was eligible to take regional and national 
dental hygiene board examinations. 

“Looking back at how much I have learned truly 
amazes me. I never thought I would end up 
back at BVT, especially in front of a group of 
students teaching. I could not be happier that 
my path in life went this way,” said Lindsey. “I 
have a full-time position as a dental hygienist 
at the Milford Dentist Office. I plan on working 
clinically for a few years while working towards a 
degree in vocational education. This experience 
has made me realize that even though I have 
reached my goal of becoming a dental hygienist, 
my journey is not over. The options are endless 
to where I go from here.”

“If you are considering a career in the dental 
industry, there are many career paths in this 
growing field,” said Lindsey. She smiled and 
shared this advice, “Never doubt yourself, don’t 
quit, or compare yourself to others; everyone’s 
path is different. It doesn’t matter how you get 
to the end of the path; what matters is that you 
get there!” 
 
If you’re inspired to harness your powerful  
driving force and shape your future career, visit: 
www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/dentalassisting.

http://www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/artheals2022festival
http://www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/artheals2022festival
http://www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/dentalassisting
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Equal Opportunity
BVT welcomes and is open to  
all students, offering equal  
opportunities in all approved 
programs and courses of study 
without regard to race, color,  
sex, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, religion, national origin, 
homelessness, or disability.

Connect... Keeping in touch with your classmates is easier than ever through the Alumni Services section of our website 
(www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/alumni). It’s your go-to resource for alumni spotlight stories (www.valleytech.
k12.ma.us/alumnispotlights), information on special alumni events and planning your class reunion, as well 
as how to sign-up to receive the Connect via e-mail (www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/alumniregistry). 
 
In addition to this newsletter and our robust website content, our social media sites will give you an  
opportunity to connect and engage with us and other alumni. Join in on the conversation by following  
us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/BVTHighSchool and Instagram: www.instagram.com/bvt_highschool.

Purple with Pride 
The events leading up to graduation are an exciting 
time for our graduates and their families. It’s an 
opportunity to reflect on their educational journeys, 
celebrate their accomplishments, and say farewell 
as they go off on their next great adventure.

Our Memorial & Community Scholarship Night  
on May 24th celebrated the graduating Class of 
2022, who collectively amassed scholarships and 
awards totaling nearly 11 million in renewable  
value, and recieved 97 Community, Memorial,  
and Military awards during the event.  
 
Julia Drapeau of Millbury, a senior in Dental  
Assisting, was presented with the IBA Robert J.  
Belsito Memorial Scholarship and the MSAA  
Student Achievement Award. This event was  
special for Julia and her dad, Paul Drapeau  
(Auto Tech, Class of 1982), who graduated from  

Share Your Expertise with Us  
You have a unique story, skills, and years of  
experience that are powerful gifts that deserve to  
be shared. Consider how your expertise might  
help our students thrive by browsing our Alumni  
Services (www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/alumni) and  
see how your classmates are sharing their stories  
and expertise. Give back to your alma mater by  
connecting with: 
  
Kim Elder 
kelder@valleytech.k12.ma.us 
508–529–7758  x3137

BVT 40 years ago. Paul told Julia that he still  
feels like he’s ‘going home and belongs’ every  
time he enters the school. Both father and  
daughter were able to pursue a trade they were 
passionate about while making lifelong friend-
ships. Paul still uses his mechanical skills regularly 
and enjoys working on cars leisurely. Julia is now 
furthering her education at UMASS-Amherst. 

Many of our alumni are now proud parents of 
graduates, like Paul, who have returned to BVT  
to attend their teen’s graduation. The Graduation 
Ceremony on May 26th honored 297 graduates 
with all the pomp and circumstance they deserve. 
They are now ready to embark on their next ad-
venture, with the aid of scholarships and rewards, 
to directly enter the workforce, pursue continued 
learning or military service. 

The Class of 2022’s legacy is forever etched in 
our school’s history. We’re proud of their success 
beyond BVT.

11.26.22SAVE THE DATE!             SAVE THE DATE!            
Class of 2007, can you believe it’s been 15 years?  
A class reunion is LONG overdue, so join your 
classmates on Saturday, November 26th, at Blissful 
Meadows Golf Course in Uxbridge. Reconnect,  
share stories, and celebrate how far you’ve come.  
For reunion details, visit: www.bvtclassof2007.com

http://www.valleytech.k12.ma.us
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http://www.instagram.com/bvt_highschool
http://www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/alumni
http://www.bvtclassof2007.com

